
Testimony of the witness – Argirò Raffaele 

Personal details: Argirò Raffaele, born in Stignano province of Reggia Calabria 28 December 

1955, resident in Perugia in service at the Capanne district penitentiary. 

Judge Massei: Since when, from? 

Answer: Since 1980. 

Judge Massei: Ok, please proceed defense counsel that has requested… 

Question Att. Ghirga: Good morning, I’m the Attorney Ghirga for Amanda Knox defense, we 

would like to know from you about something that occurred on 7 November 2007 relating to 

Amanda Knox and that is that she handed over to you a note which is in the court records of 

these proceedings, the one of 7
th

 November, if you remember who she handed it over to, when 

this occurred, this is the reason for your… in the meantime what rank are you and what rank 

do you currently have at the Capanne prison. 

Answer: Currently vice commander of the unit. 

Question: Do you remember this matter of 7
th

 November 2007 in connection with the handing 

over of a written note… 

Answer: Yes on the morning of 7
th

 a colleague called me whose name I don’t remember 

saying that Amanda had two handwritten sheets of A4, written in English that she had to give 

to me, they brought them to my office, as soon as they arrived in my office I called the 

Prosecutor and the Prosecutor told me to send them to his office, that’s all. 

Question: Which you promptly did? 

Answer: Yes on the morning of 7
th

 with the transmittal slip it was sent by hand registered 

delivery on 8
th

 Nov 2007. 

Question: Not the 7
th

. 

Answer: Hand registered delivery, hand registered delivery on 8
th

 Nov 2007. 

Question: Hand registered delivery means that it was delivered by hand on the morning of the 

8
th

… 

Answer: Delivered by the driver… 

Question: To the office… 

Answer: In the morning the driver takes all of it… usually standard mail, instead this was 

hand registered delivery, number 85 of 8
th

 Nov 2007 with a transmittal slip. 

Question: You mentioned the paper was format A4. 

Answer: A4. 



Question: If we can show these two sheets of paper your Honor just to show if this is format 

A4, if they are written in English, this paper… if you have them and you authorize us to 

consult them. 

Judge Massei: Is this them? 

Answer: Yes. 

Judge Massei: So it’s a copy of that… 

Answer: Yes. 

Judge Massei: Of the written one. 

Answer: Yes. 

Question Att. Ghirga: When did Amanda Knox arrive at Capanne prison? 

Judge Massei: Is it the same copy Counsel that you wanted to exhibit, no it is the same? 

Att. Ghirga: I believe so, yes your Honor, if we would like to compare them… 

Judge Massei: Very well. 

Att. Ghirga: In any case the note is in the Court records. 

Witness answer: She arrived at the prison on 6
th

 Nov 2007 at 16:10 to be precise. 

Question Att. Ghirga: Had she asked for paper, did she have paper? 

Answer: She was given paper because as per usual practice all the new arrivals are heard, they 

are consulted for placement and everything and she was given paper and pen also taking into 

account… because she didn’t have anything, in case she wanted to write something. 

Judge Massei: The defense counsel asked if she wanted to write or if you yourself had asked 

her to write? 

Question Att. Ghirga: No in particular yes I’ve understood… I thank you, in other words she 

arrives in the afternoon of the 6
th

… Amanda Knox arrives at Capanne prison in the afternoon 

of the 6
th

. 

Answer: Yes. 

Question: You used the expression “like all the inmates they have asked for pen and paper”. 

Answer: No she didn’t ask for pen and paper, I spoke with her about her placement and seeing 

as she said she wanted to explain herself better I gave her pen and paper and I said to her: 

“you write and then if you want to send it to the Magistrate in a sealed envelope I will send it 

to the Magistrate, if you want to give it to me – I say – I will send it for you to the Magistrate” 

the morning… the evening of the 6
th

 I gave it to her, I gave her this paper the evening of the 

6
th

, the morning of the 7
th

… the morning around 10:00 now I don’t remember precisely the 



time, she handed over these two handwritten pieces of paper. As soon as the two handwritten 

notes were handed over I informed the Prosecutor who was following the investigations and 

the Prosecutor told me to send them to his office. 

Question: I apologize for having disturbed you, because we wanted to verify this 

circumstance. Thank-you, no more questions. 

Judge Massei: There are no more questions, there are no more questions, the witness is 

dismissed. He can go, thank-you.  


