
1 

 

TRIBUNALE DI PERUGIA CORTE D’ASSISE, HEARING OF 09 MAY 2009 

Voluntary statement by Raffaele Sollecito. 

Page 184 

Raffaele 
Sollecito 

Your Honor, excuse me, people of the Court, excuse me for the delays and 
the sheets of paper, I’ll gather my thoughts in a moment, because these 
hearings have been quite hostile, I have to gather myself a moment. I just 
wanted to make some points, basically, that I wanted to bring to your 
attention. During the last testimony I heard it illustrated about the shoe 
prints, first of all, that were left at the scene of the crime, I wanted to remind 
you all that for months these prints were attributed to me and I was arrested 
and I was taken to prison with this evidence, because in the beginning they 
were adjudged to be identical to my shoe prints; above all else, the Judge, 
on the basis of this type of report, confirmed my arrest, even though I said 
several times, for months, until the time that the evidence was submitted, in 
June I presume, if I’m not mistaken. I wanted to remind you of this simply 
because I have suffered a hardship, because obviously in the situation of 
being detained in prison for so long, if someone says: you were there 
because there is this type of proof, when it’s not true, for me it was 
psychologically quite hard. I just wanted to say this. In addition, I also 
wanted to be clear about the bare footprints that they attributed to me, 
because from what I’ve heard said today, this is my personal assessment, 
however I believe, let’s say, a type of finding like this that is founded purely 
in a predominant manner on the size is, basically, compatible with many 
other feet; I’m personally convinced of this, but then I’ll finish…; in any case 
I wanted it to be clear to everybody that those bare footprints can’t be mine, 
they are absolutely not mine and this, now I’m nobody to…, let’s say I’m not 
an expert or whatever, however it will be my experts to give evidence and 
explain why. Anyway, however I, just to be clear, I can tell you that those 
bare footprints are absolutely not mine; that’s all. I just wanted to say this, 
basically, let this be clear. I thank you for listening.  

 


