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CORTE D’APPELLO DI FIRENZE, HEARING OF 6 NOVEMBER 2013 

Voluntary statement by Raffaele Sollecito in one of the first hearings of the Appeal-bis trial. 

Judge 
Nencini 

Please, go ahead. 

Sollecito Ok. Thank-you, thank-you your Honor and people of the Court. Can you hear 
me? 

Judge 
Nencini 

Yes. If you speak louder into the microphone, maybe we can record it better, 
then we can transcribe it better afterwards. 

Sollecito Ok, yes, sorry. Well, thank-you for your willingness to listen to me. Let me 
present myself: I am Raffaele Sollecito. Unfortunately my name precedes me 
through the media and through so many... so many other, let’s say, 
comments and descriptions. I’m trying to help you get to know me, in this 
brief time. I was raised and I’m proud to be raised by a good Italian family, 
good in the simple sense of the word, but profoundly true, because I have a 
family that has helped me and has full respect of values and of... honesty 
and upbringing. I have... I am proud to have a family that is spread around 
the whole world, I’ve never had problems with the law. I’m an integral part 
of this family and I’m also proud and happy to be one of them, because I 
also, like them, have always been an honest person and I gave all of myself 
to thank everybody who... who gave trust and also resources to give me the 
possibility of an education, to allow me the possibility of creating a dignified 
life for myself.  

Now before you I come after a very long history of trials, where they have 
described me as a cold and ruthless murderer. Obviously I am none of this. 
When I lived in Perugia I was a very reserved person, because I dedicated a 
lot of my time to my studies, which were very time-consuming, in computing, 
for which I have obtained a degree, and I was very close to obtaining this 
degree when all of this happened. And in the meantime I had met Amanda 
Knox, who, basically, was my first... my first real love of my life, even if very 
late, but due basically to my commitments and my reserve. I basically had 
this... this flower blossomed in a moment that was very... let’s say, it 
happened a bit late, however when we were twenty – and in this moment 
I’m talking about how we were when we were twenty years old – we had 
everything in our minds, other than a vision so distorted and so 
contemptuous of the human being, like that described by who accuses, or by 
who spreads this image around the whole world, when the TV cameras 
followed this story. Amanda and I experienced... we experienced the 
beginnings of a very carefree relationship and we wanted to be – let’s say – 
completely isolated in our nest... in our nest of... of hopes and of... let’s say, 
in this little fairy tale dream. And for this I... I have a little, like this, the... I’m 
sorry and I... this... I blame myself for the fact that I didn’t take this situation 
seriously from the beginning. However I would like to... I would like impress 
upon you how terrible and absurd it is that a person of twenty, a boy that 
has always lived a quiet life, normal, without any... without any rush of blood 
to the head, I’ve never liked to party in an obsessive way, I’ve never... I’ve 
never liked alcohol, everybody who knows me knows this. Even if I’ve 
smoked the occasional joint, it’s not as if this changed my personality, or 
who I am. These things are done... let’s say that they happened during times 
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as students among the guys, but this does not cause somebody to change 
who they really are. I was saying that in that... in that particular period 
everything could pass through our minds other than being so ruthless and 
disrespectful towards a human being. It’s for this that I’d first like to impress 
upon you how absurd these accusations are against me and against... also 
against – I speak in the plural – against us, in that period of my life, because 
I was one week away from presenting my degree and having had a life like 
this ... it’s unreasonable to accuse me of a thing like this if there isn’t at least 
a foundation. 

I was thrown in prison from evening to morning and I spent almost six 
months in isolation, and after that they took me to a maximum security 
prison. And I wouldn’t wish that on anybody in the world to have to 
experience what I had to, because all my life that was before, that no longer 
exists, has been completely erased and taken away. I have this kind of life, 
in parenthesis, that... which I’m fighting every day to bring the truth to this 
story and to the facts of this case. When I was arrested, I was arrested on 
the basis of a shoe print in blood that was attributed to me, in which those 
who... who accused me, who... had hastily submitted it as a perfect match to 
my shoe print. And they kept this theory going for eight months, and then it 
was disproved by another expert report, far more precise, which said that 
this shoe print belonged to Rudy Guede, who furthermore wears a size... a 
shoe size completely different from mine. 

Other than this I was arrested for a small switchblade knife, that isn’t... that 
was in my possession and that was described as the murder weapon. That 
was also an illusion, it was absolutely a fantasy that was disproven, it was 
completely changed in the court records later on. I feel there is an appalling 
persecution against me, that for me makes no logical sense, it seems to be a 
nightmare that goes beyond your wildest imagination. In fact, if this story 
wasn’t so real and dramatic, I think it would be very difficult to believe. 

Even when the witnesses brought by those who accused me arrived, they 
were proven wrong one by one. For example, I have never met Rudy Guede, 
we have never come across each other in all our lives. I don’t know, it could 
be because we’ve led two very different lives, but this is the reality. And the 
Court records speak clearly. Those people that they brought, such as 
Kokomani, were shown to be pathological liars, just like Curatolo, just like 
Gioffredi and others. They were brought by those who accused me to give 
weight and to give ... to construct a reality that actually doesn’t exist. Just 
like the evidence, just like the witnesses. All of these... these elements, have 
all been changed over these years. And still today, after six years, I have to 
still listen to, and hear, this kind of... of things, that are completely unreal, if 
not also ridiculous. You’ve already seen what Aviello... The Supreme Court, 
which was... I have a great deal of respect for your role, as Judges, but I can 
also understand that as human beings we can make mistakes. And this is 
very... it hurts when I am... I read in the Supreme Court’s sentencing that 
there are various points taken into consideration by that same Court, which 
are given significant importance, which in reality don’t have any importance, 
and they are almost ridiculous, like the witness Aviello. What sense did it 
have to take up so much of our time to listen to him? For me they are... it’s 
at the limit... it’s at the limit of embarrassment. And like this there is... in the 
same way, the evidence, the DNA on the bra clasp, that was attributed to 
me. Apart from the issue, of how I could have only touched the metal part of 
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an item of this sort, after that there are also the genetic considerations which 
disproved what they were saying. And still other elements are brought 
forward in an attempt to hold together this useless reconstruction. Like the 
nude footprint. My lawyers will speak to you about this, about the 
morphology of my foot, because I have a defect that... it exonerates me 
completely of the... of that attribu... of the fact that the footprint is mine. 

As I was saying, I’ve never met Rudy Guede and I hardly knew Meredith. It 
has no real sense that I would have the slightest interest in perpetrating 
such an atrocious act against a twenty year old girl. It doesn’t have the 
slightest basis in reality. And this is continuing unfortunately for too many 
years, because my life now has changed completely for this. 

Recently I was offered the possibility of going on holiday to the Dominican 
Republic, through a dear friend, who gave me the possibility of having an 
apartment. And even in this I had to defend myself, because they took a 
photo of me. And also... unfortunately, if I had been just anybody, one of 
you, nobody would have taken any notice of such a thing. Unfortunately in 
my position I receive comments of all sorts, and I have to defend myself, in 
the media, talking of what I’m doing, how... publically, even for the most 
minute and silly thing, as if my life and my interests should be judged by 
everybody. Even the most simple and basic things, like being able to stay a 
moment away from the spotlight, because here in Italy I am constantly in the 
spotlight, because everybody knows me, everybody knows who I am; to find 
work is even more difficult, because any company, in the moment that it 
could... in some way was interested in having me work with them, should... 
should publically say that it is employing Raffaele Sollecito, who is still being 
tried, who to the world is probably a murderer. Nobody wants this kind of 
publicity, nobody, and it’s understandable. I have tried... I have travelled, 
yes, I have travelled a lot, but I travelled so that... primarily I want to meet 
my family in the United States, in the beginning, and after that I started to 
try and stay a little bit out of the spotlight, to try and look for... to be able to 
live an almost tranquil life. And today I am before you and I’m here above all 
else to let you know who I am and to effectively demonstrate what the truth 
is of this story. 

After everything that I have had to endure, then... it’s difficult, I know, you 
can’t imagine how it hurts me to be able... to be forced to talk again inside 
a... before a Court, after all of these years, after having been taken in a van 
where I had more or less half a metre of space, in a cage to be present at 
the hearings. This has all had a dramatic impact, also on a psychological 
level, because for me it is very difficult to look to the future, to hope for 
something positive in the future. 

I ask you humbly to be able to look at the reality of everything...  all of this 
story and to consider the huge mistake that has been made, and to give me 
the possibility of believing again that for a person like me, an Italian, like 
you, there can be the possibility of having a life, a life, because in this 
moment I don’t have a real life. I ask you for this and I thank you all... (the 
accused is emotional) I thank you all for your time. 

Judge 
Nencini 

Good. Mr. Sollecito, so just this one thing, this obviously wasn’t just your 
right, so we haven’t had to make any kind concession, God forbid, but you 
shall always have this right to intervene. In case you wish to participate also 
in the next hearings, you should know that you still have this right. You can 
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in any moment, obviously in keeping with the time available between the 
discussions between the parties, but you can intervene and say everything 
you want, up until the point when – as I said to you this morning – the Court 
retreats into the closed session. So thank-you, you may take a seat now. 

Sollecito Thank-you. 

 


