
PERUGIA POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

FLYING SQUAD 

1st Section Organized Crime 

SUBJECT: Summary of witness information given by PURTON Sophie born on 

01.23.1987 in Essex – England, but currently residing in Perugia at via del Lupo no.3.  

Student at Perugia Politics faculty.  Telephone no. 3401935632. 

On November 02 2007, at 18:20, in the Offices of the Perugia Flying Squad.   

Before the undersigned police officers Chief Inspectors BURCHIELLI Giampiero and PASCAI 

Giuliano, in service with the 1st Section of the Perugia Flying Squad, assisted for a translation in 

English by Assistant D’ASTOLTO Fabio in service with U.P.G.S.P., the person indicated in the 

subject is present who declares to understand the Italian language sufficiently in written form, a 

little less in oral form.  PURTON Sophie, heard regarding the English citizen named KERCHER 

Meredith Susanna Cara, found dead today in her home in Perugia at via della Pergola no.7, 

spontaneously declares as follows: 

“I have known Meredith for about two months because in September we attended an Italian 

language course at the Perugia Foreigners’ University, level B2.  After that period we started to 

meet and four or five times a week we would meet to go out and go to some venues.  We often 

went to the venue called “MERLIN”.  I know that Meredith sometimes went to a venue called 

“Le Chic” in the center of Perugia, where her friend Amanda works, she is American, and lives 

in the same house.  On other occasions we met with Meredith at the home of two English friends, 

Robyn BUTTERWORTH and Amy FROST who live in Via Bontempi, I can’t remember at 

which number. 

I know that Meredith was going out with a young Italian man called Giacomo, who I have never 

seen, and I know Giacomo lives on the floor below Meredith’s home. 

The last time I saw Meredith was yesterday afternoon at the friends’ home in Via Bontempi, I 

arrived at 15:30 while Meredith arrived around 16-16:30.  Together with the other friends we 

talked about various things and at around 18 we all started to eat a pizza we had prepared 

ourselves, then we ate coffee ice-cream and drank only water.  Afterwards we watched a DVD 

until around 21, then Meredith and I went out to go home on foot, we walked together as far as 

via del Roscetto where I left her to go to my home in via Del Lupo, while she continued on her 

way home. 

Yesterday evening Meredith was wearing a light jacket, colored dark blue, make “Adidas”, a 

white sweater underneath, light blue jeans with patches, when we said goodbye she was calm 

and only a little tired due to the partying of the previous evening spent at Merlin in the center of 

Perugia. 



On Wednesday evening, after eating at the friends’ home in via Bontempi, I together with 

Meredith and the other two friends, at around 00:30, went dancing and drinking at MERLIN.  

Both I and the other young women know the venue owner, ALESSI PISCO, I underline we are 

only good friends and nothing more 

This afternoon, at 16:55, I got a call from a woman called Coniglia, who works at the Erasmus 

office at the University of Perugia, who asked if I knew a certain Meredith who had been found 

dead, when I said yes she asked if she could pass on my number, I confirmed and later I was 

called by the Police who asked me to come to the Police Station.  I immediately telephoned my 

other two friends and together we came to the Police Station where we were told that the dead 

woman was in fact our friend MEREDITH. 

I have been to Meredith’s home only once, about a month ago. 

I met Amanda a fortnight after my arrival in Perugia, initially we went out together, later she 

started to work and socialize with other people who I don’t know. 

Read, confirmed and signed. 

 

 


