
  

Prosecution service of the Republic 

Before the tribunal of Perugia 

(22/24 Via Fiorenzo di Lorenzo, Perugia, telephone no. 075154491) 

  

REPORT OF ACQUISITION OF INFORMATION 

(Under Article 362 of the Code of Criminal Procedure) 

  

November 7, 2007, at 09:45, in Perugia, c/o public prosecutor’s office, at 22/24 Via Fiorenzo di Lorenzo, 

before the public prosecutor Dr. Giuliano Mignini, acting (located at the third floor of the building), 

assisted, for the preparation of this report, by corporal Danilo Paciotti of the judicial police section of the 

Carabinieri, seated under Article 55 CCP, subsection two, appears Mr. John Leslie KERCHER, who, 

requested to provide personal details, responds: “My name is John Leslie KERCHER, born in Balham 

(United Kingdom) on Dec. 12, 1942, residing at 27 Queens Road, West Croydon, Croydon Surrey 

CR0 2PS, UK, tel.  00447813728652.” 

The public prosecutor, in accordance with Articles 197, 197 bis, 199, 200, 201, 202 and 203 of the CCP, 

as referred to by Article 362 CCP, satisfied that the conditions of Articles 197, 197 bis, 199, 200, 201, 

202 and 203 CCP are not fulfilled, warns the person informed of the facts of the obligation to respond 

truthfully to the questions posed and to not omit known facts, and informs the person that reporting false 

information to a public prosecutor is punishable nuder Article 371 of the Criminal Code. 

It is acknowledged that the UK Vice Consul, Jane Harriet De Courcy IRELAND, is present at the drafting 

of this report, who has accompanied Mr. John Leslie KERCHER and is also responsible for the 

translation of the question and answers. 

The public prosecutor proceeds to question the person informed of the facts with regard to circumstances 

under investigation. 

Question: Are you the father of Meredith KERCHER? 

Answer: Yes. I am her father. 

Question: When did you last see your daughter Meredith KERCHER? 

Answer: I believe it was late in September or early in October, when Meredith visited us to take her 

winter clothes. 

Question: Did you speak to your daughter often? 



Answer: We spoke every evening or at least every other day. 

Question: Did your daughter ever speak of being concerned about something, of having unpleasant 

encounters? 

Answer: No. My daughter was always calm and cheerful and never told me of having a problem 

with anyone. 

Question: Did you speak with her about her (female) friends who lived with her? 

Answer: I remember that Meredith spoke to me, in a joking way, of Amanda as a very confident 

but a little eccentric girl. Meredith's impression of her was that Amanda was a very self-confident 

girl, who boasted that she was an excellent singer and who would make them notice her skill if she 

had a guitar. 

Question: Did she ever speak to you of Amanda's boyfriend, Sollecito Raffaele? 

Answer: The only comment Meredith made was that Amanda had only arrived a week earlier and 

already had a boyfriend. 

Question: Did Meredith ever speak of Kiya [sic] Lumumba, a young man of color nicknamed “Patrick”?  

Answer: No. She never spoke of him to me; in fact, she never made – at least to me – any reference 

to any young man. 

Question: Tell me of the last evening when you heard Meredith KERCHER. 

Answer: The last time I heard Meredith was November 1, 2007, at 14:00 (15:00 Italian time because 

of time zones) and we were on the phone for about two minutes. That day, when she called me at 

14:00, we didn't stay on the line for long to avoid spending much money. When she talked to me, 

Meredith would tell me about her days, what she was doing and the time she spent with her (female) 

friends. Meredith always called in the evening, partly because it cost her a little less. 

Question: On that day, did you try to call her again? 

Answer: As far as I recall, no. I only called her on Friday at 17:00 UK time, when I learned of the 

death of an English girl in Perugia, but at first the telephone was out of range, later it rang without 

being answered. As I have said, Meredith was a sunny, cheerful girl and never had a problem with 

anyone, and she loved her family so much, especially her mother, also because of her mother's 

illness. When she was at home, she would help a lot with daily chores. 

Question: From whom did you get the news of your daughter's death? 

Answer: I learned from my ex-wife of the death of an English girl. I contacted a newspaper and 

learned of my daughter's death. 

At this point the public prosecutor requests Mr. John Leslie KERCHER to choose an address for 

service in Italy; if a declaration or selection of an address for service is not made within twenty days 



of today, or such is inefficient or unsuitable, notifications shall be served by deposit at this office, 

according to Article 154 of the Criminal Code. 

Mr. John Leslie KERCHER declares that he shall elect an address for service with a counsel domiciled 

in Italy and reserves the right to notify this office of the prosecutor of the nomination. 

It shall also be recorded that this report has been prepared solely as a summary, according and with full 

respect to Articles 140, second subsection, and 373 of the CCP, both because the content of the document 

does not present a high degree of complexity and, therefore, can only be summarized, in accordance with 

the conditions of Article 140, second subsection, of the CCP, and because there is no indication that either 

a means of reproduction or a technician is available at the moment and the lack of phonographic 

reproduction does not imply any processual consequences (see Cassazione, Section II, ruling no. 9663, 

Oct. 8, 1992, case of July 1, 1992, which concerns the order of hearings; Cassazione, Section III, ruling 

no. 3348, Jan. 29, 2004, hearing on Nov. 13, 2003, ref. no. 227492). According to Art. 140 CCP, second 

subsection, the same  record of questioning before a judge can also prepared in a summary form and even 

more so, before a public prosecutor (see Art. 373 CCP). 

The record is terminated at 10:30. 

Read,  confirmed, signed. 

IRELAND, Jane Harriet De Courcy 

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR (Dr. Giuliano Mignini, acting) 

Corporal of the Carabinieri Danilo Paciotti 


